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. Three Movements for String Quartet

By Jessie Lausé (b. 1998)

*I have not gained elicit permission to use this image, as this
particular edition of this score is exclusively for academic purposes
(graduate admissions).



This work is inspired by the
textures and figures found in a
painting titled “The Red Model” by
Belgian surrealist, Rénee Magritte
(1898-1967). In Magritte’s typical
photorealistic fashion, the subject
is a combination of two objects
that are closely related but not
often seen at the same place and
time: a pair of feet and a pair of
boots. The title, although
seemingly unrelated is intended to
“evoke mystery,” something that
Magritte hoped for most of his
paintings. The choice of color for
the titular model, red, has a
myriad of unsettling connotations:
lust, love, blood, fire, anger, and
many others. The color palette and
imagery in the painting, however,
is relatively dull and limited,
featuring wood panels, gravelly
dirt, lifeless human skin, leather,
and shades of brown, black, and
yellow.

Over the course of three
movements, Laced Red on the Skin
explores the process of building
this scene, creating coarse
textures, highly concentrated
moments of darkness surrounded
by light, and a recurring emphasis
of lines being threaded into
uniform shapes. The movement
titles are reminiscent of a phrase
Magritte used to say about his
artistic intentions: “Mystery
means nothing.”

Notational Clarities:
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O —

Portamento: This straight line marking indicates that the instrumentalist

will slide between the two pitches. The slide will only take place at the
very end of the first pitch. The majority of the first note-value will sound
as the notated pitch (written here in the top space), and the entirety of
the second note-value will sound as the notated pitch (written here in the
second space from the bottom). If possible, they should not re-articulate.

Glissando: This wavy line marking indicates that the instrumentalist will
slide from the first pitch to the next for the entire note value of the first
pitch. They will perform the notated pitch (written here in the top space)
for a small portion of the note-value, perhaps a sixteenth, and then for
the rest of the note-value, they will gradually fall to the second notated
pitch (written here in the second space from the bottom). There may also
be additional instructions to trill during the glissando, and they will slide
their whole hand along the string while trilling. They should articulate as
notated.

Sigh: This “S”note-head indicates that the instrumentalist will sigh,

singing a relaxed “ah, ”avoiding glottal. The notated pitch is irrelevant,
but the instrumentalist should sigh in their most comfortable vocal range
with each pitch varying relative to one another as marked. (i.e. Pitches
on the top of the staff are higher than those on the bottom.) They should
follow the contour of the attached curved line, without re-articulating.

If the line is tapered like the one in the left visual, it should be breathy
and as relaxed as possible, like a quintessential yawn.

Jeté glissando: A slur with a dashed line indicates that the
instrumentalist will strike the string with the bow and let it bounce while
sliding their finger upward or downward like a normal glissando. The
bounce should have a natural decrescendo and increasing of space
between the articulations because the bow will gradually decrease in
energy as it strikes. Unless it is interrupted by pitches notated in tempo,
they should continue gradually slowing the strikes and the glissando until
the dynamic has reached niente.
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alternate with cellist, varying
time between each sigh
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